
HIST 110: NATURE AND HISTORY 
 
Instructor:       Dr. Julia Hudson-Richards 
Time/Location:      TR 1:15-2:30; 150 Hawthorn 
Contact Info:       Smith E129; 949-5809;   
        jah71@psu.edu 
Office hours:       TR 11:00-12:00; by appointment 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Course Objectives: This course is an overview of global environmental history. By the end of 
the semester, students should be able to discuss historical events through the lens of how 
human relationships with nature and the environment have changed, specifically with regard to 
access to food and water. 
 
Text: Available in the bookstore as well as any number of online booksellers; it is not available 
in e-book format. 
 
Clive Ponting, A New Green History of the World. Penguin, 2007. 9780143038986. 
 
You are also responsible for a number of readings I have uploaded onto Angel. I expect you to 
come to class each day having done all the reading and being prepared to discuss. If it 
becomes clear that a majority of class is not doing this, I will start giving quizzes. 
 
Course Organization: 
This course is a global approach to environmental history, and while that is a lofty goal, there is 
no way to cover all of the world’s environmental history forever in a 15-week course. We will 
have three units. The first, which will culminate in a brief mid-term exam, will address the 
immense variety of topics and methodologies that environmental historians examine. The 
second two will more narrowly focus on food and water. Each unit consists of lectures and 
primary and secondary sources, as well as selections from the course textbook. 
 
In an effort to save paper, the only reading listed on the syllabus is the reading in your textbook; 
other readings are on Angel in dated folders, and there is an additional list on Angel as well. 
 
Coursework: 
 
The Drop box: All of your assignments will be turned in via labeled drop boxes on Angel.  
 
Reading Responses: You are responsible for reading responses. One of these must be turned 
in in Unit 1, 2 for unit 2 and 2 for unit 3. More explicit instructions are on Angel. Each response 
is worth 40 points, for a total of 200 points. You may choose any day to write your response(s), 
but they will be due the day after we discuss the reading; in other words, responses for readings 
we discuss on Tuesday will be due On Wednesday by 5:00pm; responses for readings we 
discuss on Thursday will be due Friday by 5:00pm. I will not accept late responses unless there 
is a verifiable emergency. 
 
Mid-Term Exam: Scheduled for October 8, this will be a short-answer and ID in-class exam 
worth 100 points. 
Documentary Review: You will choose from a list of documentaries and write a 3 page review, 
worth 50 points. 
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Unit Essays: These are two essays due at the end of Unit 2 and Unit 3 (there is no essay after 
Unit 1). You only have to write one of the essays, and for the other unit you must complete a 
“Unit Assignment”. Essay worth 100 points. 
 
Unit Assignment: The “alternate” assignment you will complete in the unit you do not write an 
essay for. Instructions will be on Angel.  UA worth 50 points. 
 
Class Participation: Based on your level of participation, attendance, and class discussions, you 
must bring in one notecard per week with your discussion questions/points. Showing up for 
class with your notecard is the bare minimum of participation, and will earn you a 60% in this 
category. I will deduct participation points each time I see you texting—if it’s that important, 
leave class. 100 points.  
 
Total class points: 600 
552-600 A  540-551 A-  528-539 B+ 
498-527 B  480-497 B-  462-479 C+ 
420-461 C  360-419 D  359   F 
 
Course Policies:  
Extra Credit: Do not ask for extra credit. I have numerous opportunities throughout the 
semester, and it’s up to you to take advantage of them. If you run across something that seems 
like it fits into the class, run it by me and I’ll offer the opportunity to everyone if it is appropriate! 
There is a maximum of 20 extra credit points for the semester. 
 
Attendance: This course has no official attendance policy. Your attendance will be considered in 
your class participation, and poor attendance will obviously negatively affect your grade. It’s up 
to you to be invested in the course. 
 
Email: I rely heavily on email to communicate changes in the course schedule, assignments, 
etc., with  you individually and as a class. It’s your responsibility to make certain you check your 
email on a regular or daily basis. Not checking your email is not an excuse for not keeping up 
with your work. I will always send messages to both your Angel mail and webmail. *Note: I 
check webmail far more often than Angel, so stick with jah71@psu.edu if you need a quick 
response. 
 
Emailed assignments: I do not accept emailed assignments unless there is some sort of 
emergency; that’s why there is a drop box. Do not assume I will accept the assignment without 
clearing it with me first. 
 
Class Cancellation Policy: If I have to cancel a class for any reason, barring an emergency, I will 
send out a mass email via Angel and post the information on the College’s class cancellation 
website. 
 
Disruption: I will not tolerate disruption of any kind. Disagreements during discussion are fine, 
and good for intellectual development, but you must maintain respect for both me and your 
fellow classmates. Other forms of disruption including excessive tardies, IMing in class, surfing 
the web, and using your mobile phone—including texting. If it’s that important, you can leave 
class. Please put your mobile phone on vibrate. 
 



Late work: I will penalize late work 5 points per day until it is turned in for one week, after which I 
will not accept it, and the grade will revert to zero. This policy is non-negotiable. I will not accept 
late responses. 
 
Make-up work: If you are ill or have other extenuating circumstances, you are certainly 
allowed to make up missed work. However, it is your responsibility to know what you 
have missed, and talk to me about plans to turn in work and set deadlines as soon as 
you have returned to class. *Note: while you can make up any written work, you can not 
make up in-class participation, and students who miss large numbers of classes are still 
at risk of doing poorly in the course. You must, however, keep me in the loop—don’t 
come back to class after two or three weeks without having informed me of what’s going 
on. 
 
Questions about grades:  I encourage you to come and talk to me about your grade in this 
class, or your grades on assignments—don’t wait until November!.  In addition, you have six 
weeks into the spring semester to contest a final grade in a course—I advise you to keep all 
your graded assignments in the event that there is any discrepancy.  
 
Note to Students with Disabilities:  Penn State welcomes students with disabilities into the 
University’s educational programs. If you have a disability-related need for modifications or 
reasonable accommodations, in this course, contact Disability Services in the Sheetz Family 
Health & Wellness Center : 949-5540.  Please let me know as early as possible in the semester 
as possible regarding the need for modifications or reasonable accommodations.  For further 
information regarding Disability services, please visit their website: 
http://www.altoona.psu.edu/healthwellness/disability. 
 
Academic Integrity Definition and Expectations:  Academic integrity is the pursuit of 
scholarly activity in an open, honest, and responsible manner.  Academic integrity is a basic 
guiding principle for all academic activity at The Pennsylvania State University, and all members 
of the University community are expected to act in accordance with this principle.  Consistent 
with this expectation, the University’s Code of Conduct states that all students should act with 
personal integrity, respect other students’ dignity, rights, and property, and help create and 
maintain an environment in which all can succeed through the fruits of their efforts. 
 
Academic integrity includes a commitment not to engage in or tolerate acts of falsification, 
misrepresentation, or deception. Such acts of dishonesty violate the fundamental ethical 
principles of the University community and compromise the worth of work completed by others.  
(Policies and Rules for Students, Section 49-20). 
Consequences of Academic Dishonesty: I may assign an academic sanction ranging from a 
warning, to failure on an assignment or in the course, or to removal from the course. (Note that 
a failure in a course may affect a student’s status in a program and/or the University).  The 
instructor reports each academic sanction to the Office of Judicial Affairs, which keeps a record. 
Students can appeal academic sanctions to the Committee on Academic Integrity through the 
Office of Academic Affairs.  In more serious cases of academic dishonesty, the Office of Judicial 
Affairs may apply disciplinary sanctions in addition to the academic sanctions.  These may 
range from a warning to probation, suspension or expulsion from the University.  An “XF” grade 
is a formal University disciplinary sanction that indicates on the student’s academic transcript 
that failure in a course was due to a serious act of academic dishonesty. (Policies and Rules for 
Students, Section 49-20, and Academic Integrity Procedure G-9). 
 
In other words, don’t cheat. 



 
Course Schedule: Readings for Units 2 and 3 are listed for the full week; You should be 
prepared each Tuesday to discuss, with discussions continued through Thursday. 
 
Aug.  25  Intro, Syllabus, “What Is Environmentalism?” 
 27  Unit 1: The Theory and Practice of Environmental History 
   Ponting, Chapter 7, “Ways of Thought” 
 
Sept.  1  Environment & Nature in Early History 
   Ponting, Chapters 2 & 3 
 3  Primary Sources [Angel] 
 
Sept.  8  The Challenge of Human Populations 
   Ponting, Chapters 11; 14. 
 10  Primary Sources [Angel] 
   
 15  Increasing Pollution, Disease, and Death 
   Ponting, Chapters 10; 15 
 17  Primary Sources [Angel] 
 
 22  The Use (and abuse?) of Resources 
   Ponting, Chapters 8; 12. 
 24  Primary Sources [Angel] 
 
 29  Come on, why so gloomy? 
   Ponting, Chapters 5; 16; 17 
Oct.  1  Ponting, Chapters 5; 16; 17 
  
 6  Review 
 8  Mid-Term Exam 
  
Oct. 13-15  Unit 2: Food, People, and the Environment 
   Farming 
   Ponting, Chapter 4; 13.  
   Angel Reading  
  
 20-22  Food, Famine, and Inequality 
   Ponting, Chapter 9 
   Angel Reading(s) 
 
 27-29  Food and Commodification 
   Angel Reading(s) 
 
Nov. 3-5  It’s non-GMO, gluten-free, totally organic, and artisnal: making fashion  
   from food 
   Angel Reading(s) 
 
 10  Unit 3: WATER 
   Essay #1/Unit 2 Assignments due 
 12  How have societies provided water in the past? 
 



 17-19  Overmanagement – Water Provision and Population 
   Angel Reading(s) 
  
 24-26  Thanksgiving Break 
 
Dec. 1-3  Who Owns the Water: Privatization and Protest 
   Angel Readings 
  
 8-10  Prognostications: Water and the Next Great War(s) 
   Angel Reading(s) 
 
Dec. 14  Essay 2/Unit 3 Assignments due, 12:00 noon 


